I 


' .4 
-r 

M 

' « 

4 

_ ^ ^ r ^ 

% « 

PROJECT  10073  RECORD 

A 

1.  OmTE  • TME  CROUP 

3 September  50  03/2 


3.  SOURCE 

MlUtaiy 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 
Three  


S.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

About  5 Minutes 


6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Giourid-^lflual  (MX) 


7.  COURSE 
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9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
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10.  CONCLUSION 
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Spokane,  Uaehlngton 


11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 

When  observer  first  noticed  objects,  his  first  impression  was 
that  they  vere  extra  large  pieces  of  cardboard  or  wrapping  jn 
tumbling  about  in  an  oversize  "dust  devil".  Observer  oontinutld 
to  watch  them,  however,  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  objects  wlr 
held  aloft  by  a force  other  than  alrcurrmts.  Thqr  reacted  ijj 
a manner  indicating  motive  power  of  theirm  own.  All  three  ob,fo 
acted  Independently  and  highly  erratically.  For  example,  one] 


I 


«l  Qua 


■V 


1 


% 


/ i-‘ 

e 

. 

Jk 


. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


VTTT.  . 


Both  r«xs.  Qardlnler  ond  a neit^hbor^  uxs.  LowaII  Allan,  observed  the  third 
object  as  it  climbed  and  disappeared  toward  FAIB.  iJajor  Oardinier  described 
the  objects  ce  rather  flat,  pancaka^shaped,  20  to  30  foot  across,  2 to  6 
feet  in  depth.  Vihen  first  sighted  they  appeared  a khaki  tan  in  color  but 
through  the  monocular  appecred  a metallic  bronze.  Observation  was  dif- 
ficult because  the  objects  were  constantly  quivering  and  oscillating  in 
the  air.  They  were  capable  of  abrupt  changes  of  direction  and  speed,  yet 
could  also  hang  motionless  in  the  air  except  for  the  quivering  motion,  ho 
sounds  were  heard.  The  weather  was  CAVU.  Neither  (Ars.  Gardlnier  nor  the 
neighbor  could  identify  the  objects.  No  dust  or  other  debris  was  aaso- 
elated  with  them  and  no  trail,  smoko,  or  flame  coxild  be  seen.  They  appear- 
ed from  the  N%  **aa  though  following  the  course  of  the  Spokane  Aiver”  until 
they  were  abreast  of  the  Nv'<  comer  of  the  city  of  Spo'une,  orbiting  there 
for  approximately  five  minutes  and  then  proceeding  SVi  almost  directly 
toward  Fi'tFB.  All  three  objects  appecred  to  have  a high  rate  of  speed,  dif- 
ficult to  estimate  because  of  lack  of  reference  as  to  size  end  distance 
away.  No  further  observations  were  reported. 
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SNilCT  (ttooUiilfUd)  Slghtinga  of  IXnutual  Objeota 


^^Ohleff  Air  Taohnioal 
iBballiganoo  Oaatar« 
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Capt.  and  t^s.  rortnay  vrare  returning  fro^  tha  city  of  ^pokana  to 
FAfb.  Capt.  Fortney  was  driving  west  on  illghway  2 about  one  rails  or  leas 
fron  the  eastern  edge  of  the  field  when  lars.  Fortney  observed  a blid.sh 
white  light  approaching  the  car  frora  the  northeast.  The  light  was  moving 
at'  "high  speed"  and  caxe  at  the  car  so  cirectly  th^t  >^s.  fortnsy  became 
frightened  for  fear  it  would  strike  the  car.  It  passea  over,  howevar« 
and  proceeded  on  s SA  course  overflying  the  runways  and  hangar  area  of 
FAfB.  According  to  i'.!r3.  lortney,  the  light  Incraared  in  size  Cfrou  that 
of  an  auto  headlight  to  twice  the  size)  over  the  hangar  area,  emitting 
eparks  in  e fiery  trail  appearing  in  various  colors  other  than  blue-white 
which  it  had  been.  At  that  time,  the  light  suddenly  went  out.  ho  other 
observations  were  made,  bo  sound  was  heard.  The  course  was  roughly 
to  bVi  end  travel  was  parallel  to  tha  ground  at  a low  altitiida.  ho  air- 
craft were  in  tha  vicinity  at  that  time,  Capt,  lortney  did  not  observe 
the  phenomenon  as  he  was  concentrating  on  driving  and  had  his  sun  visor 
down  (reason  unkno7m) 

bii:htlng  of  Clifford  L.  Ponsneas  1st  Lt  (pilot).  Sat^irdav  3 Sao  2221  hours 

Lt.  Ponsness  was  returning  to  his  quarters  from  the  ho.ue  of  u friend, 
walking  north  on  a street  in  the  officer  housing  area  when  he  observed  a 
bluish-white  light  scout  the  size  of  an  auto  headlight  approaching  the 
field  from  the  north.  Ha  watched  it  as  it  passed  over  the  western  edge 
of  the  field  where  it  enlarged  in  size,  emitted  "sparks"  in  the  form  of 
a trail  for  a few  seconds  and  then  abruptly  went  out.  The  time  wss 
approximately'  2220.  bo  sounds  were  heard,  ho  aircraft  ware  In  the  vicinity 
of  tha  field  at  the  tiu.e.  The  co'orse  of  tne  object  was  from  the  hr.  to 
over  iAFB,  paralleline,  ^b.e  earth  at  s’^proxirr^teiy  "150  miles  per  hour". 

T^hMruz  of  Russell  j.  :.ior.d^r 


.-.ajjr  Gardinler  relaxing  in  tr.»  bsox  /..r''  of  his  home  in  tha  ex- 
tra i.e  comer  of  the  city  of  Spokane  whan  he  noticed  three  strange  objects 
appearing  out  of  the  KT. . oia  first  impression  wss  that  they  T<ere  extra 
larfeS  pieces  of  cardboard  or  wrapping  paper  tumbling  about  in  an  oversize 
"dust  devj.1",  about  2000*  above  the  terrain.  Continued  observation,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  indicate  that  the  objects  were  held  aloft  by  a force  other 
than  air  currents.  They  reacted  in  a manner  indicating  motive  power  of 
their  ov.n.  All  three  objects  acted  independently  and  highly  erratically, 
for  example,  one  object  would  move  up  wnile  jnoLher  v;'juld  move  dOTvn  and 
the  third  sldev/ays. 

After  watchirig  the  objects  for  two  or  three  minutes,  ..isjor  Gardinier 
cjllad  to  his  wife  to  bring  s nonocular  (&C23)  from  the  house,  s.hen  *.!rs. 
Gardinier  returned  with  the  glass  only  one  of  the  objects  could  b-a  seen, 

-j".- T t-Q  r rrir..  in  e ;lr action  of  • ..ir  Boros  o<ie. 
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Both  I'.ra.  Gordlnler  end  a neighbor)  (/.rs.  LoTrall  Allon^  obaarved  th«  third 
objact  as  it  clltnbad  and  disappeared  to'^ard  FA>B,  mlajor  Gardinier  described 
the  objects  oa  rather  flot|  pancaka-sheped,  20  to  30  feet  across,  2 to  6 
feat  in  depth*  li*hen  first  sighted  they  appeared  a khaki  tan  in  color  but 
through  the  monocular  appecred  a metallic  bronze*  Observation  was  dif- 
ficult because  the  objects  were  constantly  quivering  and  oscillating  in 
the  air*  They  were  capable  of  abrupt  changes  of  direction  and  speed,  yet 
could  also  hang  motionless  in  the  air  except  for  the  quivering  .action*  Ko 
sounds  were  heard.  The  weather  was  CAVU.  Neither  iv.rs*  Qardinier  nor  the 
neighbor  could  identify  the  objects*  Wo  dust  or  other  debris  was  asso- 
ciated v<ith  them  and  no  trail,  smoko,  or  flame  could  be  seen.  They  appear- 
ed from  the  NW  ”as  though  following  the  course  of  the  Spokane  Hlvar”  until 
they  were  abreast  of  the  NW  comer  of  the  city  of  Bpo'cane,  orbiting  there 
for  approximately  five  minutes  end  then  procaecing  SA  almost  directly 
toward  iViFB*  All  three  objects  appeared  to  have  a high  rate  of  speed,  dif- 
ficult to  estimate  because  of  lack  of  reference  as  to  size  and  distance 
away.  Wo  further  observations  were  reported* 
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AIR  COtCttlD,  Offtitt  Air  Force  Base,  Omaha 

TOt  Director  of  Intelligence,  Headquarters  USIF,  Washington  25* 
ATTHi  AP0UM3/CC  ^ 


Forearded  for  your  Inforaatlon 
FOR  THE  CaWU)IKQ  GEHERALt 
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Lt  Col,  USAF 
A^^t^Adj  Gen 
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Hq  57th  AD  92XD  Subjects  Sightii^t  of  Unusual  Objects 


IDC  350  (no  date) 


1st  Ind 


HEADQlARTBiS  FIFTEENTH  AIR  FORCE,  Karch  Air  Force  Base,  California 

1 1 OCT  51 

TOs  Commanding  General,  Strategic  Air  Comaand,  Offutt  Air  Force  Base, 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

!•  Forwarded  for  your  Information* 

2*  Ihe  57th  Air  Division  has  been  Instnieted  that  In  the  ease  of 
future  sightings  any  informatlbn  of  a potential  intelligence  value  will 
be  reported  in  accordance  with  Air  Force  Regulation  200-15  where  no 
established  rejMrt  and  procedure  Is  Involved* 


FOR  THE  CQKMANDINO  GENmis 


n/c 


STANLEY  U. 

IMjor,  USAF 

/.nst  Adjutant  General 


UNCUSSIFIED 


HbJlL^UftKTERS  57TK  AIK  DlVl^lCN 
Fairchild  Air  Fore*  baac 
Fairchild  t Vicahington 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Sightlsga  of  Itousual  Objacta 


CMomanding  Uanaral 

Fiftaanth  Air  Foroa 

Uarch  Air  Force  Baee 

ATTNt  biractor  of  Intalliganea 

California 


!•  Attached  ore  three  (3)  instances  of  sightings  of  unusual  scrlol 
objects  by  personnel  of  FAFB*  In  teo  Instances  the  sightings  wei^  mode 
by  rated  officers  and  all  three  individuals  are  considered  competent  and 
reliable  • 

2»  Due  to  the  fact  that  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  these  sight- 
ings is  apparent  find  the  near  coincidence  of  times  ^ and  dates,  they  are 
forwarded  for  your  Information  and/or  forwarding  to  approprlata  agency.  3^"-^ 

3«  Aircraft,  aircraft  landing  lighta.  Jet  trails,  nieteorltes  ond 
other  natural  phenomena  have  been  ruled  out  as  explanations  by  this  Head- 
quarters • 

4*  Request  instructions  as  to  reporting  proceduro  in  case  of  future 
sightings. 

FCa  THS  CCUmANDlNQ  QMERAL : 


ADELINE  FRANZEL  ^ 

1 incl  Captain,  USAF 

Report  of  sightings  Aset  Adjutant 
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3 September  50  03/2 


%•  SOURCE 
Military 


4.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

Three 
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S.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION  II.  BRIBP  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


About  5 Minutes 


S.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

GrouK^d-Ylsual  (MX) 


7.  COURSE 
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Nhen  observer  Xlrst  noticed  objects^  his  first  impression  was 
that  they  were  extra  large  pieces  of  cardboBrd  or  wrapping  p 
tunbling  about  In  an  wersize  "dust  devil".  Observer  contlnu 
to  watch  them,  however,  sasned  to  Indicate  that  the  objects  m 
held  aloft  by  a force  other  than  alrcurroits.  They  reacted  i 
a Banner  indicating  motive  power  of  thelra  own.  All  three  ob 
acted  independently  and  highly  erratically.  For  example,  one 
object  would  move  up  >hile  another  would  move  doiei  and  the  th 
sideways.  Object  was  observed  throu^  acnocular  (6X23). 
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Capt«  and  iilrs,  Fortnoy  i;ero  returninc  from  tha  city  of  llipokane  to 
KAI’B.  Cspt*  Fortney  waa  driving  tveat  on  Hl^hnay  2 about  ona  mila  or  leas 
froc  tha  eaotorn  edfio  of  tha  field  when  i.lra.  Fortney  observed  a bluish 
white  light  approaching  the  car  frora  the  northeast.  Tha  light  was  noving 
at'  "high  apaad"  and  coir.a  at  the  car  so  directly  the-t  i^ira.  Fortney  became 
frightened  for  fear  it  would  strike  the  car.  It  poasod  over^  hov.averf 
and  proceeded  on  a bV.  course  overflying  thu  runf.ays  and  hangar  area  of 
FAFB*  According  to  Lira.  Fortney,  the  light  incraaced  in  size  (from  that 
of  an  auto  headlight  to  twice  the  size)  over  tha  hangar  area,  emitting 
sparks  in  a fiery  trail  appearing  in  various  colors  other  than  blue-white 
which  it  had  been.  At  that  tine,  the  light  suddenly  went  out.  No  other 
observations  were  n^ade.  No  sound  was  heard.  The  course  was  roughly  Nib 
to  bFi  and  travel  was  parallel  to  tha  ground  at  a low  altittide.  No  air- 
craft were  in  the  vicinity  at  that  time.  Capt.  Fortney  did  not  obs^erve 
the  phenomenon  as  ha  was  concentrating  on  driving  and  had  hia  sun  visor 
down  (reason  unknown) 
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Lt.  Fonsness  was  returning  to  his  quarters  from  the  home  of  a friend, 
walking  north  on  a street  in  the  officer  liousing  area  when  ha  observed  a 
bluish-white  light  scout  the  size  of  an  cuto  headlight  approaching  the 
field  from  the  north.  Ha  watched  it  as  it  passed  over  tha  western  edge 
of  the  field  where  it  enlarged  in  size,  emitted  "sparks"  in  tha  form  of 
a trail  for  a few  seconds  and  then  abruptly  went  out.  The  time  was 
apfiroximately  2220.  No  sounds  were  heard.  No  aircraft  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  field  at  the  time.  The  course  of  the  object  was  froiii  the  N£  to 
over  FAFfl,  paralleiixig  the  earth  at  approximately  "150  miles  per  hour". 
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L'iajor  Gardinier  was  relaxing  in  the  back  yard  of  his  home  in  the  ex- 
treme corner  of  the  city  of  Spokane  when  he  noticed  three  strange  objects 
op-fsaring  out  of  tne  Km.  His  first  impression  was  that  they  were  extra 

pieces  of  C'iirdboard  or  wrapping  paper  tumbling  about  in  on  oversize 
"di.iit  devil",  about  2000'  above  the  terrain.  Continued  observation,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  indicate  thut  the  objects  were  hold  aloft  by  a force  other 
than  air  currents.  They  reacted  in  a manner  indlcoting  motive  power  of 
their  own.  All  three  objects  acted  independently  end  highly  erratically. 
For  example,  one  object  would  move  up  while  another  would  move  down  and 
the  third  sideways. 
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After  watching  the  objects  for  two  or  throe  minutes,  ..^ajor  Gardinier 
called  to  hia  wife  to  bring  a monocular  (6X23)  from  the  house.  Y.hen  i>lrs. 
Gardinier  returned  with  the  glass  only  one  of  the  objects  could  be  seen, 
tne  other  two  having  departed  in  the  direction  of  Fairchild  Air  Force  Base. 
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